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O ct 14, 1994
MORE UM GRADUATES FINDING JOBS IN MONTANA 
MISSOULA—
Sixty-six percent of University of Montana 1993 bachelor’s degree recipients working full­
time are employed in Montana, up from 51 percent seven years ago, according to a survey by 
UM’s office of Career Services.
Seventy-five percent of working graduates who earned a master’s degree in 1993 are 
employed full-time in Montana, and 74 percent of employed doctoral graduates found work within 
the state’s borders.
Jeanne Sinz, Career Services’ interim director, said more UM graduates are finding in-state 
jobs because today there’s more diversity among jobs available statewide.
Information regarding UM graduates was collected from a survey conducted late in 1993 in 
which 56 percent of UM’s 1,824 1993 graduates responded to a mailed questionnaire.
Overall, 68 percent of the bachelor’s graduates, 79 percent of master’s graduates and 88 
percent of doctoral graduates found full-time employment, including nearly 4 percent who went 
overseas for a job, the survey revealed.
Three distinct trends have developed in the employment market for graduates, Sinz said. 
More graduates are self-employed, more find work with employers who have fewer than 200 
employees and more have become "portfolio people," or people who bring marketable skills to the 
workplace as consultants, Sinz said.
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At least one of those trends is apparent in the survey results: More than 60 percent of UM 
1993 graduates have fewer than 100 co-workers at their place of employment.
Sinz said the survey provides "one piece of the puzzle" for UM students as they plan their
futures.
"The wise student is one who plans ahead and who thinks of going to school as a way to 
accumulate as many skills as possible," Sinz said.
Landing a job in today’s market almost always requires experience, Sinz said, noting that 
student internships often provide a gateway to employment.
For graduates who earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees, in-state salaries lag behind out- 
of-state salaries. The average annual income for bachelor’s recipients is $17,564 in state and 
$21,146 out of state. For master’s degree recipients, the comparison is $25,321 vs. $26,222.
Career Service’s survey coordinator Jim Thormahlen said that salary figures from the survey 
have to be considered with care, however, since only one third of the survey respondents answered 
questions concerning income.
Other survey results are:
■  Among master’s recipients, the average annual income for School of Business 
Administration graduates is highest at $32,293, followed by the School of Pharmacy and Allied 
Health Sciences, $27,000; the School of Forestry, $26,350; the School of Education, $25,872; the 
College of Arts and Sciences, $24,957; and the School of Fine Arts, $21,078.
■  For bachelor’s recipients, the average annual income is $38,042 for School of Pharmacy 




$18,596, College of Arts and Sciences graduates; $18,142, School of Education graduates; $17,499, 
School of Forestry graduates; $16,471, School of Journalism graduates; and $15,188, School of 
Fine Arts graduates.
■  21 percent of 1993 UM bachelor’s graduates have returned to school, as have 10 percent 
of master’s graduates and 5 percent of doctoral graduates.
■  96 percent of School of Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences graduates who earned 
bachelor’s degrees found full-time work in their major field of choice. For other schools, the 
figures for finding work in one’s major field are: School of Business Administration and School of 
Education, 64 percent; School of Journalism, 54 percent; College of Arts and Sciences, 39 percent; 
School of Forestry, 37 percent; and School of Fine Arts, 24 percent.
Nationally, two thirds of college graduates choose employment outside their major field of 
study, Sinz said.
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